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newly-founded organ of Liberalism, was of opinion that the conduct
of the Extremists would effect a reaction favourable to the constitu-
tional side of- the national movement.' On the other hand, The
Standard thought the events at Surat would convince people, that
the Congress, when not actively mischievous, was the exact repre-
sentation of what an Indian National Parliament would be, viz., a
political bear-garden.
On the evening of the memorable day, which saw the break-up
of the session, a large number of leading delegates met in Pheroze-
shah's quarters to consider what steps should be taken to continue
the work of the Congress. It was resolved to hold a Convention the
next day of all those delegates to the Congress, who were agreed that
the attainment by India of self-government similar to that enjoyed
by the self-governing members of the British Empire was the goal of
Indian aspirations, that the advance towards this goal was to be by
strictly constitutional means, and that all meetings held for the
promotion of these aims and objects were to be conducted in an
orderly manner with due submission to the authority of those who
were entrusted with the power to control their procedure. A mani-
festo was accordingly issued over the signatures of Rash Behari
Ghosh, Pherozeshah, Surendranath Bannerji, Gokhale, Wacha,
Madan Mohan Malaviya and most of the leading men from the
various provinces assembled in Surat.
The Convention was held on 28 December in the pandal, where
two days before lathis and shoes and broken chairs had been freely
flying about. The delegates to the Convention were required to sign
a declaration before tickets were issued to them for admission. For
further precaution, volunteers were posted at the gates, who excluded
known agitators without offering them an opportunity of signing the
declaration. An ample force of police was in guard at the place,
ready for any surprises which the Poona and Nagpur contingents
might spring upon the gathering.
In moving the election of Dr. Ghosh to the chair, Pherozeshah
observed float he had once spoken from the Congress platform of an
unconventional Convention for the purpose of promoting the in-
terests of the country. He did not think then that in process of time,
they would have to meet in the form of a Convention, for the